
Based on a presentation by 
Prof. Zach Meisel

Advice on
Scientific Presentations

*see the course webpage for this and 
other advice on scientific presentations



There is no right way to give a presentation 
…but there are plenty of wrong ones

Factually Wrong

Distracting Layout
Boring Style

Typos

Cluttered

No Story

Too Short

Too Long

Meandering

Wrong Level



Before you start, decide on your story

Don’t be this guy

Deliver the highlights.
No one cares about 
most of the details.

What people 
care about

Everything 
else

What you did



Faculty

Grad

Undergrad

High School

Decide who will make-up the audience, 
then go one level down

Juan Osborne

Don’t be this guy



Tell your story with key figures

Problem: Results:Method to Solve 
Problem:



http://people.physics.illinois.edu/Celia/PPT-Tips.pdf



PHYS3701 grading scheme is here to help you out with telling a story



A few tips



http://people.physics.illinois.edu/Celia/PPT-Tips.pdf



Do not use walls of text

Juan Osborne

• This portion of the slide is worse than 
useless.
• It isn’t possible for you to simultaneously 

read this and listen to me and to understand 
both.
So I’m either wasting my time talking to you 
or wasting my time typing this.
• As a speaker I will likely fall into the trap of 

reading this text to you, simultaneously 
boring you and me, likely disengaging both of 
our brains.
• On top of all of that, this wall of text is 

completely hideous.
• The only Acceptable Use of Bullets contains:

• Key facts/figures
• Short, notable names/phrases



Overly complex figures are useless too



…as are large tables (use a graph instead!)



…and excessive equations
(unless schematically broken-down)

OKNot OK

*only absolutely essential equations should be shown



Present relevant information (variables, references)

when it’s needed



http://people.physics.illinois.edu/Celia/PPT-Tips.pdf



http://people.physics.illinois.edu/Celia/PPT-Tips.pdf



Finish On Time!



http://people.physics.illinois.edu/Celia/PPT-Tips.pdf


